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Bishop’s Perspective
By Ray W. Chamberlain Jr.

What’s your size?
The Call uses the following symbols to 
identify articles about small, medium 
or large churches:

S = Churches with average 85 
or fewer in principle weekly worship 
service(s)

M= Average 86 to 225 in worship 
service(s)

L = Average 226 or more in wor-
ship service(s)

Got something to say?
Send letters and emails to:
C-Mail, The Call 
P.O. Box 32939
Knoxville, TN  37930-2939/ fax (865) 
690-3162/ thecall@holston.org.

Want to subscribe?
For a 12-month subscription (26 
issues), write a $15 check made to 
�Holston Conference� and send to: 
The Call
P.O. Box 32939 
Knoxville, TN 37930-2939
For credit card orders, call (865) 
690-4080 or visit www.holston.org.■

Annual ConferenceAnnual Conference

Holston members attending 
Annual Conference 2003 are 

reminded that a tent will be pro-
vided for exhibits and displays 
at no charge. The tent will be 
located between the Chapel and 
George Stuart Auditorium. E-mail 
or phone requests for space to 
Anne Travis at (865) 690-4080 or 
AnneTravis@holston.org. The dead-
line is May 15, but note that space 
is limited and will be granted on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Annual 
Conference 2003 will be held June 8-
11 at Lake Junaluska, N.C. ■

My dear sisters and brothers of 
the Holston Conference,

Grace and peace to you in the 
powerful name of our resur-
rected Lord and Savior.

This morning as I drank my coffee, 
I observed a territorial dispute between 
a bluebird and sparrow. The bluebird 
took possession of the feeder built by 
my son. We place seed in the feeder 
for all birds that visit our deck. There 
was enough for all, yet the sparrow 
was denied seed by the more powerful 
bluebird.

People often ask for my opinion 
on the pending war. I have an opinion 
birthed in struggle with the paradoxes 
inherent in our current war debate. But 
far more important than my perspec-
tive are the principles hammered out 
by the United Methodist Church in an 
attempt to reflect Biblical teachings.

Some ask, “What does the Bible 
say to us about war – this war?” The 
answer rests on our interpretation of 
Scriptures. I often hear, “I like Billy 
Graham because he simply preaches the 
Bible.” Billy Graham, like the rest of 
us, interprets the Bible. In the absence 
of interpretation, the preacher would 
only read passages from the Bible and 
sit down. Even then, the selected pas-
sages would provide opportunity to 
reinforce one’s own bias.

To assist us in interpretation of 
Scripture, we turn to the church for 
its collective wisdom developed over 
the centuries. The United Methodist 
Church has shaped these teachings in 
language reflective of Wesleyan theol-
ogy. On war and peace we say:

“We believe war is incompatible 
with the teachings and example of 
Christ. We therefore reject war as a 
usual instrument of national foreign 
policy and insist that the first moral 
duty of all nations is to resolve by 
peaceful means every dispute that 
arises between or among them …”  
(¶165.C, The Book of Discipline)

The United Methodist position trou-
bles people on both sides of this issue. 
Some are distrurbed by the statement 
that “war is incompatible with the 
teachings … of Christ.” They conclude 
that the United Methodist Church 
condemns and rejects all war. Others 
are offended by an apparent loophole 
which suggests that we “reject war as 
the usual instrument,” but we may in 

unusual circumstances go to war.
Additionally, there is conflict 

between people who feel we are taking 
seriously – and those who believe we 
are not taking seriously  – the admo-
nition that it is our moral duty to 
“resolve by peaceful means every dis-
pute that arises.”

There is space for debate on each 
side of this issue. But it is crucial that 
we apply the church’s social principles 
to our international disputes and call 
to arms. If we are not careful, we will 
divert the debate and dialogue about 
war to personal attacks over our differ-
ences.

I remind you of some additional 
teachings of the church: 

“God’s world is one world … The 
enforced unity of humanity  … presents 
the church as well as all people with 
problems that will not wait for answer: 
injustice, war, exploitation, privilege, 
population, international ecologi-
cal  crisis, proliferation of arsenals of 
nuclear weapons … This generation 
must find viable answers to these and 
other related questions if humanity is 
to continue on this earth.” (¶165, The 
Book of Discipline)

Discussion of war with Iraq should 
be conducted in the larger context of 
God’s vision for creation and human-
kind. This is a bigger cause than doves 
vs. hawks, conservatives vs. liberals, 
or true Christians vs. unfaithful Chris-
tians. If we as Christians cannot have 
healthy debate rooted in respect for 
each other  – if we cannot reconcile our 
own conflicts – how in the world can 
we expect resolution among nations? 
How do we model for the world a 
commitment to reconciliation in our 
Christian disagreements over issues of 
war, doctrine, and sexuality?

As we struggle with our role as a 
nation, I offer this insight from the 
church:

“Some nations possess more military 
and economic power than do others. 
Upon the powerful rests the respon-
sibility to exercise their wealth and 
influence with restraint … We urge the 
major political powers to use their non-
violent power to maximize the political, 
social, and economic self-determina-
tion of other nations rather than to 
further their own special interests.” 
(¶165.B, The Book of Discipline)

I wish the bluebird would live by 
these words. And us, too. ■

My opinion about war?
Remember our principles

How to submit
resolutions & petitions 
By James Green

A primer on submitting resolutions 
and petitions to the Holston Annual 

Conference at Lake Junaluska, N.C., 
in June 2003, or General Conference at 
Pittsburgh in April 2004:

● A resolution is a statement to 
effect change in policies, procedures, 
or practices of an annual conference. A 
resolution may address an issue that the 
author(s) deem to be important. Resolu-
tions should contain both rationale and 
the desired result. A resolution should 
focus on one issue or desired change.

Resolutions should be addressed to 
Conference Secretary Raymon White, 
P.O. Box 32939, Knoxville, TN 37930. 
Resolutions received by the confer-
ence secretary by April 7, 2003, can be 
included in the pre-conference mailing. 

● A petition is a statement written to 
effect change in the policies, procedures, 
or practices of the United Methodist 
Church. 

A petition to the 2004 session of the 
General Conference should state both 
rationale and desired result. Holston 
Conference Standing Rule 22 states that 
petitions shall arrive in the office of the 
chair of the Petitions Committee 60 days 
before the opening session of Annual 
Conference, which commences June 
8, 2003. Petitions should be addressed 
to Petitions Committee Chair James R. 
Green, P.O. Box 32939, Knoxville, TN 
37930. The deadline is April 7, 2003.

● Persons or groups submitting peti-
tions to the 2004 General Conference are 
encouraged to read paragraph 507 in the 
“2000 Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church.” Persons or groups do 
not need to submit petitions to the Annual 
Conference before the petitions go to 
General Conference. Petitions can be 
sent directly to Gary W. Graves, Petitions 
Secretary, United Methodist General 
Conference, 302 N. Lafayette St., Beaver 
Dam, KY 42320. Three hard copies are 
required. Petitions may also be sent to 
Graves by fax at (270) 274-4590 or by e-
mail at petitions@umpublishing.org. The 
deadline is Nov. 29, 2003.

● Petitions receive equal consider-
ation by General Conference regardless 
if they are first submitted to the Annual 
Conference. A petition submitted 
through the Annual Conference – and 
upon which the Annual Conference 
votes non-concurrence – may still be 
sent by the petitioner(s) to General Con-
ference as stated above. A petition upon 
which the Annual Conference votes 
concurrence will automatically be sent 
to General Conference. ■
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Who Said That?Who Said That?

nation &&  world
Web site. The prayer provides a way 
to support chaplains as they depart 
for active military service. 

The worship section has cre-
ated an order of service for men 
and women mobilized or deployed 
and an order of service for a reserve 
chaplain called into active service. 
The worship section also has addi-
tional written resources for worship, 
including “Praying for Peace in the 
Face of War.” All are available at 
www.gbod.org/worship.

For Hill, supporting chaplains is a 
primary concern, and he said United 
Methodist churches and leadership 
should put pastoral care ahead of 
politics.

“During the Vietnam War, there 
were soldiers who felt that they were 
not welcome in the church,” he said. 
“I pray that we not exclude military 
members, none of who had anything 
to do with the decisions made by our 
national leadership. 

“We ask that the United Method-
ist Church be grateful for the faithful 
service our military provides. We 
also ask that leadership and general 
membership of the United Methodist 
Church pray for all the leaders of the 
world, that they may make decisions 
that are best for their nations’ people 
which should result in peace.” 

For more information, contact the 
Section of Chaplains and Related 
Ministries, United Methodist Board 
of Higher Education and Ministries, 
P.O. Box 340007, Nashville, TN 
37203-0007; call (615) 340-7411; or 
e-mail Hill at ghill@gbhem.org. ■

Probst, pastor at East Ridge UMC 
in Chattanooga District, is married 
to Tennessee National Guardsman 
Chris Probst. He is stationed at Fort 
Campbell in Kentucky and deemed 
“deployment ready,” according to his 
spouse. 

“I never really expected his 
National Guard service to put him in 
harm’s way in a war-time situation,” 
Probst said of her husband. However, 
the Chattanooga minister said that the 
world has “changed in so many ways” 
since Sept. 11, 2001, “we have both 
been willing to make this sacrifice. In 
the end, we both feel like it’s worth 
it.”

When the Rev. Ron Matthews 
wrote a commentary for Holston’s 
website earlier this month, he seemed 
to strike a chord among clergy and 
lay members who do not completely 
agree with the opinions of some 
United Methodist leaders.

Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher, 
president of the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops, recently urged 
President George Bush to “listen to 
the voice of hundreds of thousands of 
Americans and citizens of other coun-
tries who demonstrate for peace and 
ask your utmost restraint.”

Bishop Melvin Talbert, appearing 
in a 30-second commercial for cable 
television, asserted in late January 
that an attack on Iraq “violates God’s 
law.” Talbert is the ecumenical officer 
for the United Methodist Council of 
Bishops. The TV spot was sponsored 
by the National Council of Churches.

A U.S. Army chaplain and Desert 
Storm veteran, Matthews expressed 
a contrasting opinion in his website 
commentary.

“While I pray for peace, I do not 
believe we can or should try to avoid 
a war at any cost,” Matthews stated. 
“In every generation, there has been a 
time when the principles of freedom 
and human rights have to be defended 
from evil.”

Matthews’ commentary, which 
included his personal experiences 
with Iraqi soldiers in 1991, appeared 
online at www.holstonconference.com 
as a Feb. 5 “Wednesday on the Web” 
feature. The opinion piece was 
reprinted by The (Maryville) Daily 
Times on Feb. 8. Matthews is Holston 
Conference treasurer and director of 
finance. 

When visitors to the conference  

website were invited to add their 
opinions on a website forum, Holston 
ministers responded. 

“I understand the struggle that 
my brother Ron feels,” replied the 
Rev. Buzz Trexler, pastor at Green 
Meadow UMC in Maryville District. 
“How do I bring about an understand-
ing that we must pray for peace, and 
are called to be peacemakers? (And 
then explain) that being a peacemaker 
– protecting our own freedoms, as 
well as those suffering elsewhere 
in the world – can mean the need to 
engage in war?”

“Can Ron do a commercial?” 
asked the Rev. John Grimm, pastor 
at Morgan’s/Rockford UMC in 
Wytheville District. “With the mud 
applied to the United Methodist 
Church by a particular United Method-
ist bishop via the National Council of 
Churches, we are due some good press. 
Ron’s comments were right on.”

Bill Skeen, immediate past Holston 
Conference lay leader, wrote that he 
trusts President Bush and prays daily 
for “Godly wisdom in his decisions.”

“I don’t know anyone personally 
who wants war and its consequences,” 
the East Stone Gap UMC member 
stated in an e-mail. “However, I do 
recall vividly 9-11 and our country’s 
firsthand tragic experiences with the 
evil that is in this world – something 
many seem to have forgotten … I am 
not opposed to war with Iraq, or any 
other country with weapons of mass 
destruction, as a means of preventing 
another 9-11.”

The Rev. Rick Franco, pastor at 
Tazewell District’s Pearisburg Cir-
cuit, e-mailed that he “tends to lean 
on our social principles as quoted 
from the ‘Book of Discipline.’

“However, when a nation seeks 
to use nuclear weapons and nerve 
gas to kill other human beings, then 
I believe we as Christians need to 
ask ourselves, ‘Am I my brother’s 
keeper?’ If a nation doesn’t com-
pletely disarm its weapons of mass 
destruction, then we as a people have 
the right to go to war to make it a 
better place, even though people will 
be killed on both sides.” ■

Ron Matthews’ commentary is avail-
able at www.holstonconference.com 
by clicking on “War: What Do You 
Think?”  

War �objector�
info available
through pastors

The days of the draft may be 
behind us, but Holston�s Peace 
With Justice Team is offering 
assistance to young adults 
wishing to declare themselves 
�conscientious objectors.�

 �Clearly the passages from 
the �Book of Discipline� indicate 
that the church supports the 
right of people who believe 
that they in conscience and 
because of their faith object 
to participation in war,� says 
Steve Hodges, Peace With 
Justice coordinator. 

It�s unlikely that a draft 
would be reenacted in this 
country, Hodges says. How-
ever, if a draft was declared, it 
might be too late for would-be 
objectors to accumulate the 
necessary paperwork to suc-
cessfully avoid participation in 
a war.

 �So while a draft doesn�t 
seem imminent,� Hodges says, 
�it�s prudent to plan. And it�s 
never a bad idea for a person 
to wrestle with their conscience 
and thoughts.� 

Anticipating that young 
adults may approach their pas-
tors seeking information about 
conscientious objector status, 
the Peace With Justice Team 
has prepared worksheets and 
a Q & A for Holston clergy. 
The documents are available 
online at http://holston.org/
outreach or by calling Hodges 
at (423) 733-4195 or e-mailing 
hodges@overhome.net. 

Once prepared, the confer-
ence�s Connectional Ministries 
Office will keep official docu-
ments on file for �objectors� 
within the Holston Conference, 
Hodges said. 

�Annette Bender  

Holston members weigh in
continued from page 1

“It’s not my responsibility 
to worry about the boy. 
My job is to protect the 
bishop and the church.”

– an official for the Diocese of Rock-
ville Centre in New York, responding 
to a parish employee’s expressed con-
cern for a sexually abused boy. The 
official’s statement was included in a 
181-page grand jury report accusing 
the Roman Catholic Church of pro-
tecting abusive priests while failing to 
safeguard children.


